Plans to Farm Take Root Early

What influences a child to choose a career on the
family farm, and when is that decision made? A new
University of Illinois study of pre-teen farm youth
suggests that the foundations for this life choice are
set early and that maternal influence, rather than pa-
ternal expectations, may be key.

Although previous studies have focused on high-
school-aged youth, Angela Wiley's training in child
development led her to believe farm kids would be
influenced toward or against farming earlier than
that. "Research implies that an important life deci-
sion such as this would be rooted in the early activi-
ties, education, and relationships of farm children,"
she said.

Wiley, an assistant professor in human development
and family studies, surveyed 40 farm children aged
10 to 13 and also interviewed their parents. She
found that children who did more work at home were
more likely to plan to farm, that mothers had more
influence than fathers on farm children's future plans,
and that perceptions of parental worry over the fam-
ily farm's future also affected children.

"We found that 10- to 13-year-old children in farm
families do a surprising amount of work," said
Wiley. "They not only reported doing two hours of
farm work per day during the busy farm season, but
they also did a surprising amount of work around the
house year round."

"Like Glen Elder, author of the pioneering study of
farm families 'Children of the Land,' we found that
mothers have a strong influence on farm children. It
may be that children, as they work around the house,

have more opportunity to take in their mother's attitudes
toward farming. If she is positive

about farming as a career choice and a lifestyle,

it may affect the child's later decision," Wiley said.

A father's desire for the child to work on the family
farm or a child's gender had little influence on these
children's plans, Wiley said. But almost all of the re-
spondents reported high levels of getting along with
their parents.

Wiley speculated that these good relationships could be
partly attributed to the amount of time parents and chil-
dren spend working side by side, in the house or in farm
activities. "Children this age are unlikely to be doing
farmwork alone. The more likely scenario is that they're
helping in some way, almost as apprentices," she said.

Although farm parents were careful to keep anxiety
about the farm operation from their children, Wiley's
respondents picked up on it anyway. If they believed
their parents were worried about the farm, there was a
"let-me-make-it-better" effect, said Wiley, that led the
children to plan to continue in the family business.

"They seem to have taken on a sense of responsibility
from an early age that 'this is a family endeavor and I
need to do my part," Wiley said. "Their plans to farm
later may be an attempt to ease their parents' worries
and to ensure the continuance of the family enterprise."

Wiley believes her study adds to a growing body of
work that shows that children benefit from doing work
that matters. "When children are engaged in work that's
part and parcel of making the family function, there are
some very positive aspects to that. These kids report
having a tightly bonded relationship with their parents,
direction for the future, and higher self-esteem.

"Seen through the eyes of their children, we have to say
that many farm mothers and fathers are doing a really
good job in their parenting. Despite stresses and wor-
ries, they are finding time to talk and be with their chil-
dren," said Wiley.

And this investment is likely to pay off in the future not
only in terms of children's development and adjustment,
but also in terms of the viability of family farms, she
concluded.

College of Agricultural,
“ Consumer and
Environmental Sciences

™ UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Source: Angela Wiley, (217-333-3184; awiley@uiuc.edu)




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


